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Brief History of Marijuana Legalization in Michigan 

Excerpt taken from: http://www.nationalcannabislawfirm.com/ 

In November 2013, Lansing, Jackson and Ferndale joined a growing list of 
Michigan cities in which voters have made major changes to marijuana law 
by approving ordinances decriminalizing the personal use and possession of 
small amounts of marijuana. The medical use of marijuana was approved by 
63 percent of Michigan voters in 2008, making this the 13th state in the U.S. 
to legalize medical cannabis. 

The recreational use of marijuana is still illegal under both Michigan state 
and federal law, as pot remains federally classified as a Schedule I drug, 
meaning it has “no currently accepted medical use” according to the Con-
trolled Substances Act.  

Eight Michigan cities, including Detroit, Grand Rapids, Flint and Ypsilanti, 
passed decriminalization measures in 2012.  

Now, in Ann Arbor and the other Michigan cities that have decriminalized 
marijuana, individuals may cultivate and possesses up to an ounce of pot as 
long as it is for personal use and on private property. Per the Michigan Medi-
cal Marihuana Act that was passed in 2008 and enacted in 2009, Michigan 
residents who qualify for medical marijuana may possess more than double 
that amount — up to 2.5 ounces of marijuana or up to 12 marijuana plants. 

 

As of 2014, nearly half of all states in the U.S., plus Washington, D.C., have 
either decriminalized marijuana or legalized it for medical or general use. In 
2012, Washington and Colorado became the first two states to legalize mari-
juana for general purposes, including recreational use. 

  

 

Recreational marijuana legalization is more then likely going to be on 
the ballot next year for Michigan.  If this occurs ASAP will not be able 
to do any educational campaigns or social marketing that is intended 
to influence voters.  We will only be able to provide factual, research 
based information to anyone that makes the request.  All of our print 
media will also have to end once this officially goes to the ballot.  The 
time is now if we are going to influence the popular vote on all of the 
potential negative effects of legalization.   

 

Join us for the next 

ASAP meeting on      

January 21st, from    

12-2 at the County   

Services Building.   

Lunch is provided. 
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Rockford apartment fire caused by resident cooking marijuana butter   
posted online November 30 

ROCKFORD, Mich. - The Rockford Department of Public Safety says that a fire that caused dam-

age to a Rockford apartment complex was caused by a resident cooking marijuana butter. 

Rockford officials say that the resident was using butane lighter fluid in the cooking process in the 

bathroom when he lit a cigarette and the butane ignited. 

That person was injured in the explosion and was treated at Spectrum Health for burns. 

HAMILTON, Mich. —  (fox 17 online) 

On December 7th, officials revealed the cause of 

a Holland storage unit explosion on December 3. 

Michigan State Police confirmed to FOX 17 the 

appliance used to produce carbon dioxide is like-

ly the cause of the blast.  The massive explosion 

came from a propane tank used to heat a medi-

cal marijuana grow operation housed at Storage 

Unlimited along 60th Street east of Saugatuck. 

Recent media coverage:  

Allegan County starts medical marijuana task force 

Dec 15, 2015; Holland, Mich. 

Allegan County is organizing a task force to investigate medical marijuana grow facilities      
following the explosion of one in Manlius Township. 

While Michigan legislators consider statewide medical marijuana reform, the Allegan County 
investigation will look into the “public safety issues” involved with medical marijuana produc-
tion facilities, according to a resolution passed by the board of commissioners last week. 

The board's action was prompted by an explosion on Dec. 3, when one man was injured and his 
dog was killed after a self-storage unit housing marijuana plants blew up near Hamilton. According 
to investigators, a propane appliance caused the blast that was felt and heard for miles around. 

Allegan County's task force will seek ways to prevent future accidents similar to the one in 
Manlius, county commissioner Jim Storey said. He introduced the resolution with fellow com-
missioner Dean Kapenga. 

Law Enforcement in West Michigan has reported 6 incidents of butane extraction labs in 

the last few months. They expect this number to grow as more officers become aware of 

what these “labs” include.  



Save the date:   

Kenneth Stecker, Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor, 

& Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan will 

be providing an update on changes to the Medical 

Marihuana laws and any proposed future legislation in 

regards to Marijuana and Medical Marihuana on 

March 17th from 11:30-1:30 at the Allegan County 

Jail in the large conference room.  He will cover: 

Dispensary Bills 

Medible Bills 

Roadside Drug Testing Kits 

Marihuana and Driving 

BHO Explosions 

Employment Law 

Recreational marijuana ballot proposal 

Registration details will be emailed in January.   
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Youth marijuana use:  

The last round of Allegan County school survey 

data found that the amount of youth reporting 

that they had used marijuana in the past 30 

days has increased, and the perception of harm 

for “regular marijuana use” has declined sub-
stantially. 

Regardless of how you feel about mariju-

ana, please remember that its still bad 

for kids.   

Excerpt from an article as reported on Mlive December 14; The Michigan Legislature is poised to provide 
much-needed clarity to our state's medical marijuana law. By approving a framework of strong regula-
tions that hold people accountable, policymakers can end seven years of confusion that has harmed pa-
tients, local communities and responsible businesses eager to follow the rules. 

Here are the facts: 

• Patients and caregivers who grow their own medicine will not pay taxes. 

• Once approved, newly legalized dispensaries across Michigan will spark healthy competition. Market 

forces will drive prices. Middlemen will neither buy nor sell medical marijuana nor set prices. To claim 
otherwise is false. 

• Licensing costs are expected to be much lower in Michigan compared with costs in other states. 

These costs are not set by the legislation, and will be competitive to encourage entrepreneurship by 
small, local businesses in Michigan. 

• The tiered system for medical marijuana will promote greater transparency and accountability. In fact, 
keeping the tiers separate and independent will prevent price fixing, anti-competitive practices, collu-
sion and price-fixing. In other words, the best antidote to monopolies is precisely an independent, 
separate tiered system. 

• The current patient-caregiver system will not change. In fact, the legislation gives patients greater 

choice, by allowing them access to safe, lab-tested, certified medical marijuana through a licensed 
dispensary. 

• The legislation provides more clarity and more options for patients, eliminating ambiguity and uncer-
tainty. Despite claims to the contrary, the legislation does not create criminal "traps" for patients. 

 

ASAP will provide an update on these proposed changes once they are voted on.   
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If you would like to contribute an article to future editions of 

this newsletter please contact Heidi at 269-673-6617 #2714 or  

hdenton@accmhs.org 

 


